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Winners of the 7th Annual Emerging Leaders Awards 

 
  (Note that the Winners are listed in alphabetical order by last name) 

 
First Name Last Name Title  Company  Professional Type 

Michael Abbott Partner Faegre Baker Daniels LLP Legal Advisor 

Steven Aguiar Managing Director Provident Healthcare 
Partners 

Dealmaker 

Samir Ajmera Managing Director, 
KPMG Strategy 

KPMG LLP Service Professional 

Josef Auboeck Vice President The Presidio Group Dealmaker 

Doug Bacon Partner Freshfields Legal Advisor 

Joseph Baez Principal CliftonLarsonAllen LLP Service Professional 

Cathy Bedrick Partner, Deal Advisory KPMG LLP Dealmaker 

Lauren Bellerjeau Partner Morrison & Foerster LLP Legal Advisor 

Jonathan Benloulou Partner Proskauer Rose LLP Legal Advisor 

Andrejka Bernatova Vice President, Finance 
and Investor Relations 

PennTex Midstream 
Partners 

Marketing, Communication and 
Business Development 
Professional 

Meredith Beuchaw Shareholder Greenberg Traurig, LLP Legal Advisor 

Kristen Beystehner Partner Dentons Legal Advisor 

Ricco Bhasin Partner Torys LLP Legal Advisor 

David Black Partner Berger Singerman Legal Advisor 

Ari Blaut Partner Sullivan & Cromwell LLP Legal Advisor 

Brian Boonstra Partner Davis Graham & Stubbs LLP Legal Advisor 

Josiah Brand Vice President AlixPartners LLP Service Professional 
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Oscar Buitrago Associate Director of 
Business Development 

White & Case Marketing, Communication and 
Business Development 
Professional 

Aaron Byrne Partner EY Dealmaker 

James Castro EVP, Strategy & 
Corporate Development 

Access Integrated 
Healthcare, LLC 

Dealmaker 

Denise Chang Director – Head of 
Global Marketing, 
Corporates and 
Specialty Solutions 

S&P Global Market 
Intelligence 

Marketing, Communication and 
Business Development 
Professional 

Michelle Chao Director Bertram Capital Marketing, Communication and 
Business Development 
Professional 

Sean Clements Partner Opportune LLP Service Professional 

Andrew Colbert Managing Director Ziegler Dealmaker 

Heather Coleman Partner Sullivan & Cromwell LLP Legal Advisor 

J. Fraser Collin Partner Burns & Levinson Legal Advisor 

Christian Conroy Director Wells Fargo Capital Finance Dealmaker 

Alex Conti Senior Vice President UHY Advisors Corporate 
Finance 

Service Professional 

Travis Conway President SDR Ventures Dealmaker 

Jennifer Conway Fenn Counsel Choate, Hall & Stewart LLP Legal Advisor 

Tony Crisman Managing Director Lincoln International Dealmaker 

Scott Crofton Partner Sullivan & Cromwell LLP Legal Advisor 

Thomas Davenport Managing Partner Davenport Capital 
Management 

Dealmaker 

Alain Dermarkar Partner Jones Day Legal Advisor 

David Dolan Managing Director Signal Hill Capital Dealmaker 

Rosa Ertze Special Counsel Duane Morris LLP Legal Advisor 

Jason Fennessy Director, Transaction 
Advisory Services 

RSM Service Professional 
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Matt Fiore Managing Director Signal Hill Capital Dealmaker 

Adam Fliss Deputy General 
Counsel, TPG and 
General Counsel, North 
American Private 
Equity, TPG Capital 

TPG Capital, L.P. Legal Advisor 

Sejal Gala Principal Deloitte Consulting Dealmaker 

Robert Gayda Counsel Seward & Kissel LLP Legal Advisor 

Jamie Graff Managing Director, Co-
Head of Real Estate 

Raymond James Dealmaker 

Benjamin Grossman Partner Jones Day Legal Advisor 

Lance Gurley Director Blackhill Partners LLC Dealmaker 

Brad Haller Senior Manager West Monroe Partners Service Professional 

Emily Harte Director AlixPartners LLP Service Professional 

Shaun Hartley Partner Latham & Watkins LLP Legal Advisor 

Berlin Haugen President & CEO BowPoint Dealmaker 

Jacqui Hawwa Vice President GTCR Dealmaker 

Thomas Hayes Director D.A. Davidson & Co Dealmaker 

Lisa Hedrick Partner Hirschler Fleischer Legal Advisor 

Kristina Heinze Partner ParkerGale Dealmaker 

Sam Heischuber Vice President Angeles Equity Partners Dealmaker 

Brad Hileman Managing Director, 
Head of Financial 
Sponsors Group 

Duff & Phelps Securities Dealmaker 

Amanda Jackson Senior Director, 
Business Development  

SRS Acquiom Service Professional 

Rebecca Jackson Marketing Analyst Mesirow Financial Marketing, Communication and 
Business Development 
Professional 
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Raam Jani Partner McDermott Will & Emery 
LLP 

Legal Advisor 

Matthew Kakta Vice President, 
Leveraged Lending 

Enterprise Bank & Trust Dealmaker 

Arben Kane Founder and Managing 
Director 

Stacked Venture Builder Service Professional 

Steven Kaplan Partner Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw 
Pittman 

Legal Advisor 

Patrick Keefe Managing Director Provident Healthcare 
Capital, LLC 

Dealmaker 

Melissa Kelley-Hilton Executive Vice 
President 

Bishops Services, Inc. Service Professional 

Michael Kim Vice President Objective Capital Partners Dealmaker 

Drew Kitchen Managing Partner, San 
Francisco 

Maynard Cooper & Gale Legal Advisor 

Matthew Klaiber Principal Miles & Stockbridge P.C. Legal Advisor 

Gary Klein Chief Financial Officer Sequential Brands Group, 
Inc. 

Dealmaker 

Laura Knoll Partner Skadden, Arps, Slate, 
Meagher & Flom LLP 

Legal Advisor 

Joshua Kogan Partner Kirkland & Ellis LLP Legal Advisor 

Ryan Kraus Senior Vice President Aon Plc Service Professional 

Alan Lanis, Jr. Partner Fox Rothschild LLP Legal Advisor 

Jess Lipsey Principal Apollo Global Management 
LLC 

Dealmaker 

Matt LoCascio Managing Director Heritage Equity Partners Dealmaker 

Michael Lorence Managing Director Generational Equity Dealmaker 

Duffy Lorenz Partner Baker & McKenzie Legal Advisor 

Benjamin Loveland Counsel WilmerHale Legal Advisor 

Ryan Lund Managing Director, 
Head of Software 

Raymond James & 
Associates 

Dealmaker 

Frank Lupinacci Senior Associate White & Case Legal Advisor 
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Heather Madland Vice President - 
Business Development 

Huron Capital Partners Marketing, Communication and 
Business Development 
Professional 

Anthony Mak Director, New York Hong Kong Trade 
Development Council 

Marketing, Communication and 
Business Development 
Professional 

Isaac Marcushamer Partner Berger Singerman Legal Advisor 

Anthony Marsala Chief Operating Officer Madison Street Capital Dealmaker 

Frank Martire Shareholder Greenberg Traurig, LLP Legal Advisor 

Majed Masad Partner, M&A FirePower Capital Dealmaker 

David Massé Partner Stikeman Elliott LLP Legal Advisor 

Stuart Maxey Partner Bradley Arant Legal Advisor 

Christopher McCord Managing Director Healthcare Growth Partners Dealmaker 

Alexandra McCormack Partner, Mergers and 
Acquisitions, Private 
Equity 

Skadden, Arps, Slate, 
Meagher & Flom LLP 

Legal Advisor 

Uriel Mendieta Partner Hunton & Williams LLP Legal Advisor 

Nathan Moeri Vice President Mesirow Financial Dealmaker 

Aaron Money Managing Director FFL Partners Dealmaker 

Brendan Murphy Managing Director Teneo Restructuring Dealmaker 

Joseph Nappi Managing Director Phoenix Management 
Services 

Dealmaker 

Rose Newport Director of Marketing ButcherJoseph & Co. Marketing, Communication and 
Business Development 
Professional 

Matthew Nyberg Shareholder Brownstein Hyatt Farber 
Schreck 

Legal Advisor 

Daniel Officer Director Sperry, Mitchell & Company Dealmaker 

Scott Orleck Managing Director EY Dealmaker 

Jason Osborn Partner Jenner & Block Legal Advisor 
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Eric Oxley Shareholder Koley Jessen P.C., L.L.O. Legal Advisor 

Parag Patel Senior Vice President VRC | Valuation Research Service Professional 

Sameer Patel Vice President Angeles Equity Partners Dealmaker 

Tatjana Paterno Member Bass, Berry & Sims PLC Legal Advisor 

Sarah Payne Partner Sullivan & Cromwell LLP Legal Advisor 

Rachael Pepper Senior Marketing 
Manager 

DLA Piper Marketing, Communication and 
Business Development 
Professional 

Stephen Perlis East Coast Sales Lead S&P Global Market 
Intelligence 

Marketing, Communication and 
Business Development 
Professional 

Russell Perry Senior Vice President Deloitte CRG, Deloitte 
Transactions and Business 
Analytics LLP 

Service Professional 

Marshall Phelps Managing Director Lazard Middle Market Dealmaker 

Adam Pilchman Managing Director PJT Partners Dealmaker 

Tom Pogacnik Managing Director Sperry, Mitchell & Company Dealmaker 

Michael Pokrassa Managing Director Raymond James Dealmaker 

Hailey Pollitzer National Account 
Executive 

BMC Group - Smartroom Dealmaker 

Satya Ponnuru Partner Larsen MacColl Partners Dealmaker 

Joseph Presutti Associate Blackford Capital Dealmaker 

Christina Pullo Senior Director of 
Soliciation 

Prime Clerk Service Professional 

Ryan Purpura Partner McGuireWoods LLP Legal Advisor 

Adnan Qamar Senior Manager Deloitte Consulting LLP Service Professional 

Amber Roberts Senior Vice President LANE Marketing, Communication and 
Business Development 
Professional 

Sean Roberts Principal Huron Capital Partners Dealmaker 
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Ian Robertson Executive Vice 
President, 
Communication 
Strategy 

Kingsdale Shareholder 
Services 

Marketing, Communication and 
Business Development 
Professional 

Manuel Rodriguez Partner ARHMF LLP Legal Advisor 

Sandra Romaszewski Associate Fox Rothschild LLP Legal Advisor 

Melissa Root Partner Jenner & Block Legal Advisor 

Ryan Saari Director of Acquisitions Allegheny Financial Group Dealmaker 

Michael Sartor Partner McDermott, Will & Emery, 
LLP 

Legal Advisor 

Jeff Sasakura Senior Vice President JD Ford & Company, LLC Dealmaker 

Himanshu Saxena Senior Managing 
Director & Co-Head 

Starwood Energy Group 
Global 

Dealmaker 

Jason Scheir Managing Director Apollo Global Management, 
LLC 

Dealmaker 

Joshua Schneiderma
n 

Partner Snell & Wilmer Legal Advisor 

Brian Schofield Vice President Dresner Partners Dealmaker 

Daniel Schultz Director of Business 
Development 

Capstone Partners Marketing, Communication and 
Business Development 
Professional 

Joshua Schulze Sr. Vice President EY Dealmaker 

Andrew Schweibold Co-Founder & Partner Delos Service Professional 

Scott Schwartz Partner, Corporate & 
Finance Practice 

Manatt, Phelps & Phillips, 
LLP 

Legal Advisor 

Vikas Sekhri Partner - M&A Tax RSM US LLP Service Professional 

Paul Share Managing Director Conway MacKenzie Service Professional 

Jennifer Sharret Associate Kramer Levin Naftalis & 
Frankel LLP 

Legal Advisor 

Jay Shepulski Partner Withum Service Professional 

Nevena Simidjiyska Partner Fox Rothschild LLP Legal Advisor 
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John Singh Managing Director PJT Partners Dealmaker 

Alexandra 
(Ali) 

Spinner Partner, Tax Crowe Soberman LLP Service Professional 

Kendall Stafford Managing Director Benchmark International Dealmaker 

Nicole Stefanelli Counsel Lowenstein Sandler Legal Advisor 

Sharon Stern Partner Joele Frank Service Professional 

Will Stewart Investment Banker PCE Investment Bankers Dealmaker 

Alfredo Suarez Partner EY Dealmaker 

Radha Subramanian Director and Attorney-
At-Law, M&A 
Transactions 

SRS Acquiom Service Professional 

Marc Swanson Principal Miller Canfield Legal Advisor 

Jeffrey Trongone Principal Marlin & Associates Dealmaker 

Philip Tseng Managing Partner and 
Management 
Committee Member 

Tennenbaum Capital 
Partners 

Service Professional 

Craig Tye Principal Deloitte Consulting Dealmaker 

Neema Varghese Managing Director NV Consulting Services LLC Service Professional 

Scott Walti Director, Transaction 
Advisory Services 

RSM Service Professional 

Greg Wappett Director Provident Healthcare 
Partners 

Dealmaker 

Gavin Westerman Partner, M&A Weil Gotshal & Manges LLP Legal Advisor 

Jeff White Partner & Senior Vice 
President 

Skyview Capital, LLC Dealmaker 

Sara Wilcox Senior Director, Dispute 
Resolution 

SRS Acquiom Service Professional 

Aaron Witalec Managing Director UHY Advisors Corporate 
Finance 

Dealmaker 

Kevin Yttre Managing Director and 
Co-Head of Chemicals 

Grace Matthews Dealmaker 

 


